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         Hearts or pawprints?  Balloons or a cute 
worm? A butterfly or crosses?  Children who visit 
the CEF booth at Kidz Explore enjoy picking a 
pattern to have painted on their hands.  But this 

outreach is about a lot more than a fun design! 
        As volunteers paint, they use the colors of the Wordless 
Book to tell the message of salvation.  They also ask 
the kids questions. It is sad to see how few children 
know anything about Jesus, but they are interested.  
We follow up the brief presentation by giving them 
tracts, New Testaments and Mailbox Club®  lessons.  
       Artistic ability is not required, as the painting is so simple, 

but volunteers can also help by giving out literature, 
keeping the line in order and telling parents in advance 
what we are doing.  Volunteers work a two-hour shift.  
Please call us if you want to help.  

       First-timers will need to attend a brief training class. One 
is planned for Tuesday, April 14th, at 7 p.m. at our office, but 
we are willing to do one at a different time also.  
      Would you pray for the children who will visit our booth? 
Around 10,000 people attend this fun festival. We are usually 
the only ones telling the Gospel story, and we talk to 750 or 
more children each year!   
       Last year a boy about age 9 listened carefully and then 
said, “My mind is just thinking and thinking about what you’re 
saying!”  A little later Colt prayed to trust Christ and was 
thrilled to get his first Bible. Pray 
there will be many more like 
him, ready to hear and to believe.  
               

 

       Ron Brown, assistant coach for the 
Nebraska Cornhuskers, will be the 
speaker at the 2009 Annual Banquet on 
Saturday, April 25 at Community Bible 
Church, 9001 Q St. 
       A new feature of this year’s event 
will be free programming for guests’ 
children — a nursery for infants and 

toddlers up to age 3 and an exciting Party Club® for         
four-year-olds and up. 
       Doors will open at 5:30 p.m. for guests to browse the 
many items on the auction. These include passes to the 
Strategic Air and Space Museum, Papio Fun Park, Coco 
Key, The Children’s Museum, Omaha Symphony, Henry 
Doorly Zoo, The Rose Theatre and Fontenelle Forest. 
There is also a Red Furry Monster birthday party, a cooler 
full of steaks from Tyson Meats, an American Girl doll, a 
YMCA summer membership, and much, much more. 
     The program will begin at 6:30 with a wonderful meal. 
The menu is salad, twice-baked potatoes, green beans 
with almonds, sirloin tip or smothered chicken breast, 
rolls and dessert. 
     Tickets for this special evening are $25 each with        
tables of eight available for $200.  
     We believe you will greatly enjoy the evening, and it is 
truly a wonderful way to introduce friends to the ministry 
of reaching the next generation of unchurched children for 
Jesus.  Please join us!  Call today and reserve your tickets. 

Annual Banquet to feature 
Ron Brown, free activities 
for kids and a silent auction  
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Reserve tickets 
by calling our 

office at                  
342-9272 by               

April 22.  
Remember, 

there is no 
charge for  
childcare! 
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presentation at our church on a 
Sunday morning. Our oldest 
daughter Katie attended CYIA 
early that summer and it was then 
that CEF made a lasting impres-
sion on me.  
       Since then Laurel has also 
joined the CEF ranks along with 
Katie and they’ve hosted 5 Day 
Clubs and also teach in the Good 
News Club at Louisville Elemen-

tary School. Our son, Caleb, is    
following in the footsteps of his sisters and will attend CYIA 
this summer.   
      CEF has not only provided a means in which my children 
have been able to grow spiritually and serve other youth, but 
also is an avenue to use my spiritual gifts to serve the Lord. 

CEF® of Omaha’s Local Committee helps to oversee ministry

CEF of Omaha is led by a board of believers who care about 
the spiritual needs of children. Serving are Pastor Michael             

Williams, Rich Lewis, Diane Adams,  Dr. Lonnie Hofer                   
and Marie Williams. Joining this month is Jeff Reiss. 

 
       I was raised in south central Nebraska in a Christian 
home and from a very young age grew up hearing and under-
standing that Jesus died on the cross for my sins. 
      I graduated from Kearney State College and have taught 
and coached at the high school and college level. I have also 
been active with youth through the Big Brother/Big Sister 
program, as a DECA advisor, in coaching youth sports and in 
teaching a junior– and senior-high class at church.   
       I met my wife Sharon while we both were teaching at the 
Elkhorn Public Schools. (I am now self-employed.) We have 
five children - Katie, Laurel, Caleb, Betsy and Christi.  We 
are members of Believers Bible Church and are active in 
AWANA, VBS, choir, and teaching Sunday School. I also 
serve on the church board. 
       I was first  introduced to CEF when Jackie Weiss made a  

���
 ���	�
����
��
���

����

 ����
	���
��
�����
	�








���	
����
���
����	
��
���
�����
����� �����	
����!


       The fifth year of Christian Youth in Action®  East will be 
kicked off Sunday evening, May 31, at Camp Moses Merrill.  
We anticipate having about 30 students from Omaha attend. 
       An application form and handbook can be downloaded at 
www.cefofomaha.org and should be received no later than 
May 1 for the same cost as last year of $175.   
      The camp is under the direction of Jackie Weiss, with 
Rev. Michael Williams again serving as camp pastor.  The 
young people love Pastor Mike and he does a great job of 
challenging them in chapel and encouraging them all week.   
      Ryan Folken, a graduate of Moody Bible Institute and 
Trinity Evangelical Divinity School, will join the staff this 
year, teaching and being a cabin leader.  Ryan has attended 
CYIA and has been a youth pastor and Christian school 
teacher. He and his wife, Joy, have two children. 
      Others serving on staff  include Dawna Duerksen and 
college students Kimberly Hofer, Elizabeth Matychuk,  
Jared Williams and Rachel Woolard.  Mary Ann and 
Mickey Knipp will be the head cooks, and Pastor Mike 
Friesen will speak at the commissioning service Friday night. 
       CYIA is a wonderful opportunity! Teens will learn so 
much — how to present the Gospel effectively, how to teach 
Bible lessons and counsel kids to trust Christ as Savior, and 
much more. Then they put their new skills into practice as 
they lead 5-Day Clubs. Teens coming to camp must be will-
ing to help teach up to 5 clubs. The assignments can easily be 
worked around other summer plans. 

     Godly men and women who believe in the possibility of 
children coming to a saving knowledge of Jesus Christ are 
needed to serve on our board. Contact us if you are interested. 

 

DO SOMETHING IMPORTANT 
WITH YOUR SUMMER 
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Make a difference .  

Come to ���� �  
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      While camp is definitely about becoming equipped to 
reach kids for Christ, there is time to enjoy the beautiful 
campgrounds. The teens will also make new friendships and 
grow in their faith. Many of them coming this year are               
returning for a second, third or even fourth year! 
     If you know teens who might be interested, call us and we 
will send you some brochures to pass along.   You can be 
sure it will be a life-changing experience for all who come! 

Jeff Reiss 
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      Do you ever get tired of meetings? Sometimes I do!  So 
when I headed to Sioux City recently for a CEF staff retreat, I 
wasn’t reluctant but I wasn’t excited either.  I had no idea of 
what was waiting for me there — confirmation.   
     Confirmation means “to make firm or to strengthen; to 
give new assurance of the validity of.”  And that’s what our 
speaker, Dr. Czeslaw Bassara of CEF International Bible 
Teaching Ministry, provided for me. 
      Raised in communist Poland, Dr. Bassara came to faith in 
Christ at 17 and soon started a children’s ministry. He has 
been with CEF for over 30 years and travels extensively,            
giving direction to CEF national leaders in 30 countries. This  
bright, articulate man speaks five languages!  His messages 
admonishing us to be encouraged and to be encouragers and 
to “Fix Our Eyes on Jesus” stirred my heart.   
      It was also a joy to hear reports of what is happening 
through CEF globally. For instance, I learned there are 30 
Good News Clubs in the Muslim country of Uzbekistan.      
I already knew CEF’s work is actually larger overseas than in 
the U.S., but the personal stories and pictures were thrilling.        
     When he first came into the room where we were meeting, 
Dr. Bassara said, “You sound like happy people. But, of 
course, you are CEF people, right?”  
      Right. The longer I serve with CEF, the gladder I am!  

Our ministry is impacting children. I see it locally — at least 
15 children prayed to receive Christ in our clubs just in 
the past few weeks.  But how confirming to hear stories of 
what is happening globally. 
       It was also confirming to meet enthusiastic CEF staff 
from other states, and of course, Dr. Bassara. His passion and 
boldness for seeking out people with whom he can share  
challenged me personally. I loved his story of using a Word-
less Book to effectively witness to a Muslim imam for two 
hours at a mosque in  Uzbekistan.  
      Finally, it was confirming to hear his message on how to 
reach postmodern children through the love of Christ as we 
seek to understand them and dialogue with them.  “God has 
prepared this ‘empty’ generation to receive the Gospel 
through our relationship of love,” he said. 
      Dr. Bassara reminded me that CEF is ever committed to 
sharpening our tools in order to reach  today’s children.  Our 
High Octane Clubs (see page 4) are just one key.   
      I hope you feel confirmed as you realize the validity of 
the ministry which you are supporting.  Thank you! 
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 “Even so it is not the will of your Father that one of these little ones should perish.” 

 Strategic Praying 
 

Please pray for our 11 Good News Clubs®   
· For the 15 children who prayed to trust Christ as         

Savior recently at Mockingbird, Florence & Field Club  
 

· For more volunteers to expand into more schools  

 

Please continue to pray for our financial needs for 2009. 
 

Please pray for Kidz Explore (April 18-19) 
· To be effective in planting God’s Word in many hearts 
· That we will handle any opposition with wisdom. 
 
 

Please pray for our Annual Banquet (April 25) that it 
would be a blessing to guests and a help to the ministry 
 

Please pray for our summer ministry 
· That the right students would come to CYIA 
· That we can schedule 50+ clubs, reaching 1,000 kids  
 

If you would like to receive an emailed prayer  
 alert each Monday morning, please let us know. 

       Hundred of CEF staff  and 
volunteers will descend on  
Little Rock July 20 through 
Aug. 1 to partner with 
churches there to bring God’s 
Word to children. 
        During the two weeks, 
CEF will lead 5-Day Clubs 
and rallies in both the inner 
city and suburbs, and will help 

train church workers to minister in public schools through 
the Good News Club program. 
       Jackie Weiss is responding to the need for leaders to 
serve in the outreach. The CEF of Omaha Local Committee 
feels that in addition to her being able to help, the experi-
ence will also give her better expertise in implementing 
High Octane Clubs in Omaha. 
      To participate, she must raise $600, not counting trans-
portation to the site.  She also needs prayer partners for this 
venture. If you would like to help in some way, please call 
for more details. 

 

 www.cefofomaha.org 
 

Our website has been updated,                    
thanks to Ryan Folken.                                

Come visit us! 

Rich is the ministry that has praying friends! Rich is the ministry that has praying friends!  

Local Director to participate in citywide 
campaign in Little Rock, Arkansas 



Some ‘09 5-Day Clubs® to get 
a shot of ‘high octane’ power 
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       “And of the children of Isaachar, which were men that 
had understanding of the times, to know what Israel ought to 
do…” I Chronicles 12:32. 
 

      In a rapidly changing and uncertain world, the steadfast-
ness of God is a precious promise to which we can cling.  “I 
the Lord do not change,” God said in Malachi 3:6. 
      However, our world culture constantly changes! While we 
may dislike most or all of these changes, we must recognize 
the impact they have on children, including on the way they 
listen, comprehend and learn.  
      In order to make 5-Day Clubs more engaging for today’s 
kids, we are planning to turn some of them into High Octane 
Clubs this summer. High Octane Clubs are those that are more 
fast-paced, relationship-oriented, interactive and relevant. 
     How do they work? They use a 90-minute schedule led by 
4 or more teachers. They will begin and end with high energy 
games, such as using a colorful parachute, giant beach balls 
and other toys. This has the double goal of both attracting chil-
dren and creating opportunities for relationship-building. We 
believe this will lay the foundation for a more effective and 
structured teaching time each day. 
      Other features include the use of more interactive tools     
during teaching, more concise ways to help the children learn 
applications, energetic songs and more emphasis on prayer 
through a “God Can” where children can place their requests.  
       Please know we will continue to keep CEF clubs full of 
important truths from God’s Word.  Each session will have: 
a memory verse taught, applied and practiced; a strong Bible 
lesson with the Gospel clearly presented; and an opportunity 
for children to respond to God’s invitation. 
       Our older teens will be handling these special clubs with 
supervision in challenging neighborhoods this summer. We are 
excited about this new tool and believe it will be effective. 
Please pray for the teachers and for the clubs. 





           Want to help kids in your  
        neighborhood know Jesus? 

 

�����������	�
���
� ®���
 

"����
��		��	
��
#���
$�����		
"���%

&����
	���	





'�		�����

(���
)
��*+��


,���* �������
�����


-��	�	



+��
��-���
����	







(�� �	
���
�����	





Hostesses pray, invite the children, and 

provide a place to meet and simple snacks.   
Our enthusiastic, well-trained teenagers do the rest! 
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Call us at 342-9272 soon to reserve your week                  
and time of day and to  get a packet of information. 

 

Evening clubs fill up fast, 
 so don’t delay! 
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       Nearly 40 young people attended a CYIA Party in          
February at the home of Dr. Lonnie and Sharon Hofer.  It was 
great to see many newcomers interested in camp.   In March 
14 teens also went to a statewide CYIA Retreat in  Lincoln.  
About half of this group (pictured at left) are first-timers.  
Please pray for these young people and for the others the Lord 
is calling, that they will stay focused on serving Him this  
summer. 

At this 5-Day Club, kids meet on a porch to hear Bible 
lessons and have a great time learning about Jesus. 
Clubs can meet anywhere children are! This year CEF of 
Omaha hopes to have 55 or 60 clubs because more than 
ever, children need to hear the Good News! 


