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The 2009 CEF Annual Banquet will be for the entire family  
     “We’ve a Story to Tell” is the theme of the 2009 CEF         
Annual Banquet which will be held April 25 at Community 
Bible Church, 9001 Q Street. 
     Although it has worked well to have the banquet at 
Westside Community Center for several years, we are       
making a change in order to include young families in the 
event.  This year teens from our Christian Youth in  Action® 
program will provide free babysitting for infants and toddlers 
up to age three, while children ages four and up enjoy an            
exciting Party Club. 
     “We see the need for the ministry to grow through young 
families, and we desire to introduce them to the powerful  
impact of evangelizing children,” board chairman Pastor       
Michael Williams noted.  “Please help us to accomplish this 
goal by inviting a young family you know.” 
     Experienced caterers Mike and Cheryl Ozmun, former  
restaurant owners and CBC members, will provide a              
delicious meal featuring a choice of roast beef or baked 
chicken, salad, potatoes, a vegetable, rolls and dessert. 
     The program will also include an inspiring message, great 
music and testimonies, and, of course, a fun silent auction 
with many great items and services.   
     Tammy Cruz is serving as the chairman of the banquet 
committee. Other members include Coleen Black, Joy 
Folken, Karen Matychuk, Cathy Schafer and Jackie Weiss. 
     Tickets will be $25 each, with tables of eight available for 
$200. Reservations may be made by calling our office. 
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     Thank you for praying for Boyd Elementary School! The 
Good News Club there got started in October with the help of 
a fine family who moved to Omaha recently and three great 
siblings who have been faithful missionaries. Rose Carmie, 
Jeffrey and Diego Froiland (pictured at right) are reaching out 
to their classmates and helping to grow the club.  See page 4 
for more about these kids and what God is doing through 
our Good News Clubs. 

 

Rose Carmie 
Froiland and 
her brothers 
Diego (center) 
and Jeff are 
reaching 
classmates             
at Boyd 
Elementary 
School. 
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      My wife and I have grown in our faith together, and it has 
strengthened and fortified our marriage. We have been      
married for 10 years, and our love for each other and for 
Christ has grown. Now He is the head of our family. I submit 
to Jesus Christ every day, asking Him to use me and let His 
grace flow through me into the lives of others. 
     I have led Sunday School classes for children and teens and 
have served on the board of directors for a crisis pregnancy 
center. I am passionate about helping and protecting children.       
It  was wonderful serving on the board for CEF. I hope to get 
involved with CEF in the future in our new location.” 

CEF® of Omaha seeking godly men, women to serve on board�
CEF of Omaha is led by a board of believers who care about 
the spiritual needs of children. Serving are Pastor Michael             

Williams, Rich Lewis, Diane Adams,  Dr. Lonnie Hofer                   
and Marie Williams. 

 

      We are sad to announce that Dr. Jason Funk, our newest 
Local Committee member, has resigned because he and his 
wife are returning to the Chadron area where their families 
live.  Dr. Funk joined the Committee after attending the 2008 
banquet. Here is his testimony: 
    “My wife Meggin and I had a wonderful time at the CEF 
Banquet. I learned so much about CEF and have shared it 
with my pastor and with anyone else who will listen!  
      I received Jesus Christ as my Lord and Savior when I was 
in chiropractic school shortly before meeting my wife. I knew 
something was missing in my life and that was Jesus Christ.  I 
believed in God but  had  not committed my life to Him. I  
hoped I would get to heaven, but I was not 100 percent sure.   
After I committed my life to Christ I had no more doubts.  

       Mary Ann Knipp 
of Bellevue is serving 
as the new volunteer 
prayer  coordinator for 
CEF of Omaha. She 
will be assisted by her             
husband, Mickey.  
       Mickey is retired 
from the    U.S. Air 
Force, but still works 

at Offutt with L-3 Communications.  Mary Ann homeschools 
their children, Michael, Maddie and Marcus. 
     The Knipps have lived in the Omaha area for most of 
Mickey’s career. They are members of Heartland Baptist 
Church where Mickey serves as a deacon and Mary Ann helps 
with music. Both are AWANA workers. 
     Mary Ann was immediately interested when she was       
approached about helping. 
     “I believe in the power of prayer,” she said. “ I already take 
care of the prayer email tree for our church, and I wanted to 
help CEF with their prayer needs also.” 
     Mary Ann is sending out weekly prayer and praise emails. 
She will also help recruit other prayer warriors, mail prayer 
letters occasionally and plan two prayer meetings each year. 
The meetings will be open to interested friends of CEF. One 
will be held in the spring to pray for the summer ministry, and 
one will be held in the fall to provide prayer support for the 
onset of the Good News Club ministry.  
      If  you  would  like  to  receive the weekly emailed prayer  
alerts, please contact us.  We are thankful to have  the Knipps 
as volunteers!  

��������������	
����
�	�������������������	�	�����
 ����	�������
 

     We are in need of several more board members. We 
seek godly men and women who believe in the possibility 
of children coming to a saving knowledge of Jesus Christ. 
The time commitment is not huge, but members attend a 
monthly meeting and help oversee the ministry with 
prayer, time, talent and resources.  Please contact us for 
more information if you are interested. 

 

 

Please pray for our Good News Clubs: 
 

 1.  For children attending who have difficult home lives 
 2.  For another worker for the Westmont club 
 3.  For children to listen and understand God’s Word 
 4.  For  workers for new clubs  in Bellevue, other areas 
 5.  For teachers to be able to hold the children’s  
      attention and teach with God’s power 
 

Please pray for our financial needs: 
 

Giving has been down for the past several months.  Since 
our reserves are very limited, the local director will be           
required to devote much time this year to support raising           
so the ministry can continue. Please pray for her to have            
wisdom and boldness. Pray that believers will give to help 
the children hear the Good News. 
 

Please pray for other needs: 
1. For additional board members to help guide the ministry 
 

2. That our banquet will be a blessing to all who attend  
     and a help to the ministry 
 

3. For the right students to come to CYIA East      
 

Thank you for praying: 
1.  For increased attendance at clubs —  several are               
     experiencing growth! 
2.  For CYIA — staffing needs are being met! 
3.  For children to be saved — this is a regular occurrence! 

Strategic Praying 
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      Change.  Once upon a time I liked it because variety 
makes life interesting. But when changes started looming over 
the 2009 CYIA East program, I was not a happy camper (pun 
intended!). 
      When CYIA East began in 2005, staffing was a concern. 
Then the Lord sent 17-year-old Jake Wulbecker our way. In 
2006 Daniel Beasley joined him on staff. Both had attended 
CYIA for several years and were able and ready to serve. 
      They taught classes and evaluated students. They ran the 
powerpoint, served as cabin leaders for kids barely younger 
than themselves and supervised recreation. They brought    
devotions, led in worship and were great role models. 
      They weren’t alone. Some wonderful young women 
helped plenty, but Jake and Dan were there year after year. 
      But Dan is now studying law and serving an internship 
with the Home School Legal Defense team in Virginia. Jake, a 
pastoral student at Grace University, told me recently he will 
direct a CYIA camp in Kansas next summer.   
     “Now what, Lord?” I thought. It didn’t take God long to 
reassure me. 
     Two days later I visited Heartland Baptist Church where I 
talked with a young married man who loves teens and has 

teaching experience, great musical talent and a passion for the 
Lord.  He also attended CYIA as a teenager and appreciates 
the work of CEF.  He is ready to come to camp to help, and 
his employer has cleared his work schedule so he can.  
      In the meantime, God has also directed another fine young 
man, a Bible college student, our way, and we are talking with 
some young ladies who hope to serve as staff.  
      Changes. There will be more of them. We will have a          
different head cook this year, and we’re adding an exciting 
new class called High Octane Clubs, designed to better reach 
inner city children. 
      But some things never change. CYIA East will still offer 
tremendous training that will encourage, challenge and impact 
the students’ lives. These young people, like Jake and Dan, 
will continue to lead children to Christ. 
     It isn’t too early to be thinking about next summer. We 
have a party planned for Feb. 21 (see below) where teens who 
may be interested in CYIA can come to find out more and 
meet other young people who are coming. 
      Please think about teens you know who should attend 
CYIA.  If you will give us their names and addresses, we will 
send them a brochure.  Or I would be happy to come to a 
church youth group or teen S.S. class to present a short video 
on CYIA.   
      Please help us get the word out about this great camp! 
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 “Even so it is not the will of your Father that one of these little ones should perish.” 

Thirty-seven CYIA’ers attended a Dec. 22 Christmas party at 
the home of Wayne and Karen Matychuk. The group went 
caroling and enjoyed food, fun and a “white elephant’ gift            
exchange. Another CYIA party will be held Feb. 21. Young 
people who are interested in CYIA are urged to attend this fun 
night.  CYIA is for teens age 13 and up who want to learn how 
to win children to Christ and teach some 5-Day Clubs in the 
summer. CYIA East will be held May 31-June 5 at Camp 
Moses Merrill. CYIA Central will be June 9-20 at Platte Valley 
Missions Center, Shelton, Call us for more information! 
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      What does Valentine’s Day make you think 
of? Chocolate? Flowers? Why not show love to a 
child in your neighborhood this year by having a 

Valentine Party Club! 
     Free workshops to help you are being offered. One will 
be Monday, Feb. 2, here at The Center, 42nd and Center, 
from 6:30 to 8 p.m.  The same workshop will be offered 
Thursday, Feb. 5, from 6:30 to 8.  
     A party club lesson (available for purchase, $5), songs 
and games will be demonstrated. Participants will receive 
invitations, decoration/snack ideas, and memory verse 
visuals.  A minimum of 5 people is required for a class to be 
held, so please call by Jan. 23 to reserve a spot and allow us 
to have enough materials on hand. 
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     Our effective summer ministry is just around              
the corner when we will need to hire two college                  

students to help transport teens to clubs and oversee them. 
These interns receive a small salary and scholarships. Would 

you help with this extra expense? Checks can be made out to 
the CEF Intern Fund. Your gift will not only help reach more 
children but will also encourage young people who want to do 

ministry rather than taking a higher paying job. Thank you. 



Teamwork and compassion work together to bring kids to Christ 

Pray for our GOOD NEWS CLUBS! 
 

Mondays 
Field Club Elem. — Steve and Jane Stout, Renita Black,  
    Sue Endicott and Tim Urbanek 
Westmont Elem. — Leona Irvin  and Holly Schifferns 
Fort Calhoun Elem. — Jim and Stephanie Winter and  
   Ellie and Zach Stangl  
Boyd Elem. — Gayle, Laura, Rachel and Bethany Inge  
    and Tabi Olson 

Tuesdays 
Hoover Elementary (Council Bluffs) — Rhonda  Myers,     
   Glenda  Andrews,  Brittany Donahue 
Springfield Elementary — Valerie Workman, Sherry  
     Nolte, Christina and Sara Cabell 
Louisville Elem. — Kathleen Gautheir, Katie and Laurel     
     Reiss 

Wednesdays 
Florence Elem. — Joan  Avey, Joe, Anna and Esther     
     Beasley 
Mockingbird Elem.—  Pastor Daniel Bear,  Donna Hackett  
    and  Mary Lou Meyers 

Thursdays 
Bancroft Academy—Pat, Christa, Jana and Micah James,  
     Mary Garlip  
Rohwer Elem. — Lori, Sarah and Nathan Schulz, Erin  
   Pagenkemper,  Danielle DeBoer,  Caralyn Slagter, Conor  
  and Mackenzie Curry 
 

We have nearly 50 wonderful volunteers. Why not                                       
join them and see what all the excitement is about! 

Daniel Bear , Pastor of Children’s Ministries at Community 
Bible Church, teaches the club at Mockingbird Elementary. 
Twenty-five or more children attend club each week and a 
number of them have prayed to trust Christ. CBC has          
provided Bibles for the children and Daniel is trying to build 
relationships with their parents. This club grew out of a 
monthly party club started with the help of parent Donna 
Hackett.  
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     What do you get when you put together trained and willing 
teachers, a helpful mom, young missionaries and prayer? 
Why, a wonderful Good News Club, of course! 
      Pastor Rob and Gayle Inge moved to Omaha last        
summer from Grand Island. Two of their daughters have      
attended Christian Youth in Action so they were interested in 
helping with a club, hopefully close to their home. Living 
nearby was Lynette Froiland who wanted to see a club at her 
children's school, Boyd Elementary.   
      In spite of obstacles, the club started in October with high 
hopes, but Rose Carmie, Jeffrey and Diego Froiland were 
the only children coming.  CEF prayer warriors brought the 
club before the Lord, and the Froiland kids were challenged 
to invite friends. Now the club has an enrollment of 14! We’d 
still like to see this club grow more, along with several others.   
     There are many challenges in attracting children to God, 
just as there is in attracting adults. But how these children 
need to hear the way of salvation now. And often they are 
facing incredible problems only God can help them with. 
       Teachers Ellie and Zach Stangl share a testimony about 
two boys.  
    “These two little boys who come regularly have             
parents who were just divorced. The older boy used to always 
sit in the back or in a corner by himself. He is getting coun-
seling for anger problems and is on medication. These last 
few weeks I've been able to connect with them and now they 
want to sit by me. Last week their Grandpa died. Every week 
they come and tell me everything that is going on in their 
lives. One of them prayed to accept Christ at the beginning of 
this school year. We would like to know how to reach out to 
them more.” 
       Lori Schulz teaches a club at Rohwer Elementary where 
in December eight children prayed to trust Christ. The thrilled 
teacher said fervent prayer was behind the decisions. 
    “The children’s salvation was something I had been pray-
ing about,” she said. “Then I got a Moms-In-Touch group to 
pray with me.” 
      Lori was able to promote the club at a family fun night at 
the Millard school. With a 12-foot parachute she led in games 
for the children and distributed information about the club.  
     “We’re running out of room where our club meets. Kids 
just keep inviting others. It’s been so cool this year,” she said. 
     Leona Irvin invited kids from her club into her home for a 
Christmas party after their last session at school was canceled. 
The children had cocoa and cookies, made an ornament and 
shared about the Christmas story. “The kids felt more            
informal in my home and had such a good time,” she said.    
       Teamwork and compassion — it works. There are many 
more stories of children who listen intently, who ask insight-
ful questions, who pray to receive Christ, who sign up for 
Mailbox Club. Would you cut out the schedule at right and 
put it in your Bible to remind you to pray for these dear                 
children? 


