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Author, former Grace professor to speak at 2010 CEF Banquet 
      Dr. Greg Carlson of Chicago will 

be the guest speaker at the CEF      

Annual Banquet and Silent Auction on 

April 24.        

       For the second year, the event will 

be held at Community Bible Church, 

9001 Q St., and the meal will again be 

catered by Mike and Cheryl Ozmun. 

      Dr. Carlson is an Iowa native who 

came to faith in Christ at the age of 10. 

He earned a Bachelor of Arts degree 

from Grace University,  a Master of 

Arts degree from Talbot School of 

Theology/Biola University in La Mirada, Calif., and a Ph.D.  

from the University of Nebraska. 

     While completing his education, Greg served as an associ-

ate pastor and senior pastor of several churches in Nebraska, 

including Harvey Oaks Baptist, Christ Community Church 

and Overland Hills Baptist. 

     Greg served at Grace University for 17 years as a profes-

sor, Chair of the Christian Education Department and Dean of 

the School of Graduate Studies.   

    In 2004, he moved to the Chicago area to be the Director of 

the Rorheim Institute, the adult training ministry of Awana 
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Dr. Greg Carlson 

Clubs International. In August 2007, he returned to teaching 

as the Chair and Professor of Christian Ministries at Trinity 

International University, Deerfield, IL. 

     Dr. Carlson is the author of several books, including     

Understanding Teaching, Effective Biblical Teaching for the 

21st Century; Perspectives on Childrenôs Spiritual Forma-

tion; Shepherding Parents; and Rock Solid Teacher, Discov-

ering the Joy of Teaching Like Jesus.   

     In addition, he is an experienced Walk Thru the Bible  

instructor and has taught seminars in China, the former Soviet 

Union, Africa, Korea, and the Caribbean. 

     The banquet is always a wonderful way to introduce        

people to the ministry who may be unaware of what CEF is 

doing to reach unchurched children with the Gospel of Jesus 

Christ. We hope you will plan to be with us, and that you will 

bring some friends. We believe you will enjoy the evening! 

     This yearôs silent auction will be better than ever with a 

number of special items and services we have not offered 

before.  And a nursery for infants/toddlers and a Party Club 

for children ages 4 and up will be provided to the first 50 

children who are registered. 

     Tickets to the banquet are $25 each or $200 to sponsor a 

table of eight. Tickets may be reserved by calling or emailing 

our office.       

 
Sisters Faith 
and Natalie 
show off the  
new GNC 
T-shirts. Kids 
love the bright 
shirts, and it is 
fun to see  
them walking 
around their 
schools,  
proclaiming 
there is  a truth 
to seek! 

New Good News Clubs now in 14th public school, looking ahead to 15th 
     A Good News Club has been established in another 

Omaha Public School. The first club at Sunny Slope Elemen-

tary in December attracted 12 children and the enrollment 

has already doubled. 

     That brings the total number of our clubs to 15,  including 

the one in a mobile home park. We are hoping to go into a 

15th school in east Omaha in the near future, and are looking 

towards a school in Bellevue next fall. 

     What a great opportunity these clubs present in the public 

schools. Perhaps your church would be interested in adopting 

a nearby school.  Now is the time to press forward in the  

battle for the souls and hearts of children who need to know 

Jesus while the door into the schools remains open! 
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CEF keeps óthe main thingô the main thing - evangelizing children 

      

 

 

 

 

 

     Todayôs children have many needs ð poverty, abuse, 

homelessness, illiteracy, mental illness and more.  CEF is 

thankful there are many wonderful organizations who do no 

end of good things to help these children with these problems.   

     But our mission is different. CEF has been called and     

established by God to meet the childôs spiritual need. Our 

goal is to present the message of salvation clearly and simply, 

to lead boys and girls to the Savior, to disciple them in the 

Word of God and direct them into the local body of believers.  

    There is not another Christian organization to our knowl-

edge with that specific aim. 

     Since our founding in 1937, CEF has been a beacon shin-

ing in a dark world. 

We have been used 

of God in many 

places to be a change

-agent, helping be-

lievers to see that the 

Great         Commis-

sion cannot be ful-

filled without sharing 

the Gospel with the 

little ones, and that 

children must be 

evangelized before 

they can  demon-

strate Christian character traits. 

     And our task is time-sensitive! George Barna reminds us 

that, ñIf people do not embrace Jesus Christ as their Savior 

before they reach their teenage years, the chance of their do-

ing so at all is slim.ò (Transforming Children into Spiritual 

Champions) Eternity is at stake! Scripture puts it this way, 

ñFor what shall it profit a man [or a child], if he shall gain the 

whole world, and lose his own soul?ò (Mark 8:36).  

    In discussing the need for believers to return to the priority 

of evangelism, Christianity Today editor, Ajith Fernando 

writes, ñThe stark fact of lostness places before us the urgency 

of evangelism.ò 

    When we have the opportunity and means to meet physical 

needs, we are compelled by Scripture to do so. But we must 

stay true to our purpose.  For if we do not, who will be there 

to evangelize children?  

    CEF is going to keep óthe main thingô the main thing. And 

what better place to do that but in our nationôs public schools 

while the doors are open!  Wonôt you join us?                                                  

 
     

 

By Renita Black, volunteer 
 

      Good News. New year. New lessons to teach. New 

verses to learn. New songs to sing. New games to play. New 

crafts to create. New important themes to build into the chil-

dren's lives. New challenges to present. New life to be given 

by our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ!   

     This is what the Good News Club at Field Club Ele-

mentary School is all about ! 

      We even have new helpers. Kim Young , Sue Endicott 

and Violet Foster have come alongside Tim Urbanek (a 

teacher at the school) and myself, the club leader. 

     Seventeen to 24 children come. Most 

of them have accepted the Lord, but 

we have a few new ones we are praying 

for. The kids are always excited to learn 

new things.  

          We have the opportunity to reward their efforts of 

following our UP RULES during the club, which enforces 

good social behavior patterns and common courtesy. The 

kids turn in their rewards at the end of six weeks for a spe-

cial item they can choose.  

      We are pleased about what the children have learned 

these last two quarters, but are more excited about the les-

sons to come on the Ten Commandments. We are challeng-

ing the children to implement each one on a weekly basis, 

followed by group sharing time of how it went for them.                                                   

      Please pray that each child would hear Godôs call to love 

Him and obey Him, for this is pleasing to the Lord! 

 

CORNER 
Spotlight on Field Club Elementary 

 

Report from a Good News Club Teacher  . . . 

ñA little girl was saved in club today! Cassie attended all 

last year, but seemed today to really understand and want to 

accept the Lord, so pray for her. She has no Bible, and sur-

prised me earlier in the lesson by not even having heard the 

story of Noah and the ark.  I'll give her a Bible next week.ò 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Good News Clubs not only teach kids    
biblical truth. They are also fun! Above,  
children pick out prizes they have won. 

THE FACTS: 
 

In 1962 the U.S. Supreme Court prohibited prayer in the public schools. 

In 1963 the U.S. Supreme Court banned Bible teaching in the public schools. 

In 1980 the U.S. Supreme Court ordered schools to remove the Ten Commandments from student view. 

In 2001 the Court upheld the right of Good News Clubs to meet in public schools!  

 

 

ñWe are challenging the children to 
 implement each (commandment) éò 
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       This past summer marked my fifth year with CEF of 

Omaha. It has been a wonderful blessing to serve with this 

ministry.  It is a good fit for my experience and strengths and 

my passion that children get to hear the Good News. 

     When I came in 2004,  only a few Good News Clubs were 

going.  Around 8 teens from Omaha area attended Christian 

Youth in Action that summer and we had 22 5-Day Clubs.      

God has been so gracious to expand every aspect of our      

ministry since then.  

     We are thrilled at what He is doing, but it has created a 

heavy work load, so I am pleased to announce that we now 

have an additional staff member.  In October Alicia Kenyon 

began serving as a part-time Ministry Coordinator. She works 

Tuesdays, Thursdays and a half day on Wednesdays. 

    Alicia grew up in Omaha and is a graduate of Millard 

South High School, Dana College and Bellevue University.  

Before coming to work for CEF, she was a manger at            

ConAgra Foods for nine years.   

      She attended church faithfully as a child and prayed to 

trust Christ as Savior when she was young. However, her       

religion at that time was more her parentsô than her own. 

     ñIt was through the prayer of my husband that I realized 

God wanted my heart, that He wanted to know me,ò she says.  

ñIt was then I came to understand God did not mean religion 

but relationship.  Since then my life has changed dramati-

cally. We began attending a Bible-

based church. My feelings of help-

lessness were replaced with hope. 

      Today the spiritual growth I 

have experienced is tremendous and 

my compassion and love for people 

has flourished. My perspective 

about life has matured. My relation-

ship with the Lord has made me 

whole.ò 

     One of Aliciaôs favorite verses is 

Acts 4:12, ñSalvation is found in no 

one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to 

men by which we must be saved.ò 

      Alicia and her husband, Doug, live in Millard  and attend 

Journey Church in Gretna where she teaches Sunday School 

and is involved with Global Partners in Hope. 

     Before coming to work for CEF, Aliciaôs big heart for 

children and passion to reach the unsaved had already drawn 

her to the ministry. She has been part of the team leading the 

Good News Club at Mockingbird Elementary School for over 

a year. 

     She also has solid experience in office management and 

organization which is proving to be a great help. 

     We are delighted to have Alicia join us at CEF! 

  Jackieôs Jottings   - - -   From My Heart  
 

 ñEven so it is not the will of your Father that one of these little ones should perish.ò 

  

 

Please pray for the children of Haiti.  
 

Please pray for our Good News Clubs 

   Pray for the children who come, especially those who 

have been saved recently that they will begin to grow in 

their faith and learn how to walk in obedience. 

   Pray for the leaders that they will be effective. 

   Pray for new clubs to be started. 
 

Please pray for more financial partners to support CEF 

so our monthly needs will be met. 
 

Please pray for Good News Across America to be held in 

Boston this summer. Pray that God will call 150 CEF staff 

and volunteers to serve in this outreach to children. 
 

Pray for our banquet to be successful in raising funds and 

new friends and that it will be a blessing to all who attend. 
 

Pray for Christian Youth in Action, that God will call 

many teenagers to be trained to reach children in our state 

and across our nation this summer. 

 

Note:  Prayer Alerts are emailed each week.  

Let us know if you want to receive these brief updates. 

Strategic Praying  

    

    We are glad to announce that CEF of Omaha will soon be 

able to accept electronic donations through our website, 

www.cefofomaha.org. 

     For the majority of people, making a one-time commit-

ment to give monthly  through their  bank or their credit card  

company is the most effective form of stewardship. Most of 

us live monthly and invest monthly. 

    And providing CEF with reliable and faithful monthly 

funding is a powerful format which will reduce the cost and 

stress of our support-raising and allow our staff to focus on 

their God-given mission -- not raising money, but evangeliz-

ing unchurched children and discipling them in Godôs Word.   

      We will be using a Christian organization called Egiving 

Systems which is both simple and very secure.  The amount 

can be changed any time a donor desires. 

      If you are not supporting CEF regularly we encourage 

you to pray about partnering with us. If you are already giv-

ing but wish to choose this more convenient method, please 

call us for more information or just check out our website in 

the next few weeks. On behalf of the children, we thank you. 

 

Alicia Kenyon  

eGiving  - the easy, effective way to 
help more children hear the Gospel 
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CYIA - a call to                  boldly, impacting the next generation 
 

 

 

Most of the students return for a second, third or fourth year. 

  After camp, teens will be expected to teach four  5-Day Clubs 

over the course of the summer. These teaching assignments 

can be completed in two weeks or spread over the summer, 

worked in around other activities, trip or job. 

     Applications for camp will be available soon on our web-

site, www.cefofomaha.org.  

     Registration remains the same as last year, $175 for those 

who apply before May 1.  This includes the studentôs summer 

teaching kit. 

      Teens may also choose 

to attend CYIA Central, a 

10-day program  at Camp 

Oasis south of Lincoln 

June 8-19. Applications 

for that camp will be avail-

able soon online at 

www.cefefnebraska.org. 

     CYIA stands for Christian Youth in Action ®, and that is 

exactly what it is ð a call to action. Itôs an amazing  oppor-

tunity for young people, a safe and yet challenging place to 

gain courage and confidence in sharing their faith.  Itôs a call 

to care, to get a vision for a generation being raised without 

biblical teaching and to realize what a difference they can 

make to many of these children. 

    CYIA East started in 2005 with 11 students and three staff. 

By last year we had grown to 45 students and 10 staff.      

   The training camp this year will be held Sunday night, May 

30, through Friday night, June 4, at  Camp Merrill,  50 miles 

west of Omaha. 

     Most of the week centers 

on classes, practice times and 

evaluations. This year the 

teens will teach from the 

ñOne Wayò series, which  

includes stories about Cain 

and Abel, the Prodigal Son, 

Naaman, Peter, and Samuel. 

The missionary story is the exciting fact-based ñRingu of   

Indiaôs Forest.ò 

     CYIA is a fun week. There is time for swimming, volley-

ball and games at camp and time to make many new friends. 

 
Stephen Jay (senior at Omaha Christian Academy):   

ñItôs a tough week of camp, but what I learned there  

will stay with me for the rest of my life.ò 

Michael Knipp  

(home-school graduate): 

 ñIt gave me the experience  

to lead a child to Christ, 

something I couldnôt have imag-

ined possible before���µ 

 

 

      
 
 

KIDZ EXPLORE ð CEF of Omaha will have a booth 

April 17 -18 at the Mid-America Center, presenting the Gos-

pel to over 700 children and distributing Bibles, tracts and 

Mailbox Club lessons. Volunteers are needed to help for a 

couple of hours. Please call if you are interested! 
 

CEF NATIONAL CONFERENCE ð The 2010 conference 

will be held May 17-21 in Talladega, Ala. Speakers include 

CEF President Reese Kauffman, Mat Staver of Liberty Coun-

sel and Dr. A. Charles Ware of Crossroads Bible College. 

Over 70 workshops will be presented. For more information, 

see www.cefonline.com. 
 

GOOD NEWS ACROSS AMERICAN ð Volunteers from 

across the country are being sought for this special CEF mis-

sions trip to Boston July 19-31.  Team members will receive 

CEF training and then spread out over the city to partner with 

area churches in holding 5-Day Clubs and rallies. The goal is 

to win children and to launch a new CEF ministry in this city. 

For more information, call 1-800-300-4033, ext. 1304. 

     Rodia, a CEF worker in Haiti emailed CEF headquarters 

after the earthquake, saying, ñEverybody in CEF Haiti are 

okay and the office too!ò  However, Rodiaôs home was       

destroyed. Adline, another CEF worker, said the greatest con-

cern now is how to care for their families. CEF International 

is working to get food to them.  Please continue to pray for 

these national workers as they rebuild their lives and continue 

their important ministry in this devastated nation. To help the 

CEF work in Haiti see www.cefonline.com. 

Haitian CEF workers protected from quake 

      A  little girl pushed through a line of children coming 

into a Good News Club in South Carolina and threw her 

arms around the teacherôs neck, exclaiming, ñIôm finally 

here!ò  ñWhere have you been?ò asked the volunteer. The 

child had been in club the previous year but did not return in 

the fall.  The child explained that in two months she took 

home five permission slips but her parents did not sign them.  

ñThis week I got one more slip and I asked God to make me 

brave. I told my parents if they would sign it and let me 

come they could give me a whipping.ò Then she added with 

joy, ñThey signed it and I didnôt even have to get a whip-

ping!ò What a desire to know God and learn His word! 


