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Record number of teens attend Christian Youth in Action® 
     CYIA® East celebrated its fifth 
year May 31-June 5 at Camp 
Moses Merrill.  
      We started with 11 students and 
each year as the numbers grew, the 
staff wondered if the sweet spirit of 
unity that marked the beginning 
years of  camp could be main-
tained.  It has been! 
      The 45 students came with 
good attitudes and a mind to work. 
They helped one another and got 
along well. Chapel with Pastor 
Williams was encouraging and 
challenging. The weather was great 
and so was the food!  We could go on and on.  God is good! 
      The group this year included 22 returning students and 23 
newcomers.  They are listed by church: 
      Believers Bible Church:  Katie Reiss, Laurel Reiss, 
Caleb Reiss; Bellevue Community Church: James Reffitt;  
Christ Community Church :  Stephanie Cherry, Valerie 
Cherry, Paige Harp, John Matychuk,  Natalie Ones, Nathan 
Titus;  Community Bible: Kendra Dick, Maria Tschetter; 
      Eagles Height Church: Joelle Friesen, Philip Friesen, 
Abby Friesen, Ben Friesen, Andy Miller, Grace Miller, Lesley 
Nickelson, Ashley Nickelson and Alec Willey;   Emmanuel 
Fellowship:  Josiah Howard, Mariah Howard;   Evangelical 
Bible Church:  Jeffrey Hofer, Amanda  Romer;  Glenwood 
Community Church:  Abby Wayman;       
     Grace Baptist: Danny Dickinson, Jessy Dickinson, Christa 
James, Jana James, Micah James;  Heartland Baptist:          
Andrew Emory, Michael Knipp, Maddie Knipp, Kelsey 
Moore, Kristin Nupson, Rachel Winter, Sharon Woida;   
     Midlands Baptist Temple:  Rachel Inge, Bethany Inge;     
Millard Alliance : Maggie Pena, John Pena;   Omaha Chris-
tian Fellowship:  Meredith Hess;  Trinity Church: Laura 
Douglas;  Westwood Heights Baptist:  Stephen Jay. 
      Staff members were:  Dawna Duerksen, Ryan Folken, 
Kimberly Hofer, Mickey and Mary Ann Knipp,  Elizabeth  
Matychuk, Jackie Weiss, Jared Williams, Marie Williams,   

 

Pastor Mike Williams and Rachel Woolard. The Knipps’ 
son Marcus also came.  And moms Pat James, Beth Moore, 
Karen Matychuk, Renee Popelka and Caryn Woida  
helped one day in the kitchen. 
     On Friday night, the teens received their certificates in a 
special commissioning service, this year held in a beautiful 
amphitheater. Pastor Mike Friesen of Eagle Heights Church 
and the father of four CYIA students brought the challenge. 
      Now the teens are busy teaching 5-Day Clubs®, helping         
children understand the message of salvation. We’ve sched-
uled 50 clubs in the Omaha area and will also send teens to 
teach 9 clubs in Columbus.  But we could handle more clubs! 
       If you live in a neighborhood with children, we urge 
you to consider hosting. The responsibility is small but the  
rewards can be great. Please see Jackie’s column (page 3) for 
some testimonies about children being reached. We know you 
would be blessed to see the heart and skills of these CYIA’ers 
at work.          
     Nine other teens from Omaha attended the CYIA camp 
held June 9-20 at the Wesleyan Campground near Atkinson. 
This group included: Anna, Esther and Philip Beasley,       
Betsy and Rachel Grady, Brianna Hurtado, Jessica 
Miseuk and Micah and Grace Waldo. They will be teaching 
clubs in the Omaha area, too. 
     Check out page 4 for CYIA East camp pictures! 

 

Students and staff posed at the amphitheater during Fun Night at camp. The back of the 
shirts proclaim “Live Out Loud” with Romans 1:16 on a cross. That’s what this group is 
doing all summer. Please pray for them and the children they are reaching. 
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     Our 5-Day Clubs are going well this year with 
many unchurched children being reached with the Good 
News.   The Bible lessons are from The Wordless Book series 
      We are grateful to all the hosts who are making these 
clubs possible.  They include:  Don Hansen (2 clubs), The 
Stephen Center, Nina Koch, Ryan and Joy Folken, Renee 
VanDyke, Mark Aman, Kelli Flint, Carolyn Friesen,  Mis-
souri Valley Community Church (2 clubs),  
     Nadine Covey, Cathy Horstman, Heidi VanVoorst, Kermit 
Farrar, Brigette Howard, Diane Adams, Jean Wulbecker,  
Pastor Mike and Cheryl Williams, Pat James, Nancy          
Fitzpatrick,  Laura  Serafino,  Dave  and  Chanin  Monestero,   
Jeff Smith, Laree Lindburg, Mary Ann Knipp,  
     Felicia McDermott, Ruth Moses, Heidi Sampson, Karen 

   Churches can minister to families 
in after-school Good News Clubs  
     Last year CEF of Omaha had Good News Clubs in 11 
schools:  Field Club, Westmont, Fort Calhoun, Boyd, 
Louisville, Springfield, Florence, Mockingbird, Rohwer, 
Bancroft and Hoover (in Council Bluffs). 
     This year  there is great interest in starting clubs in 
more schools.  And we hope to begin a pilot program 
at one club where tutoring would also be  provided, 
along with a take-home sack lunch for needy students.  
     Did you know your church can partner with us and 
adopt a school?  CEF of Omaha will open the door 
through visits with the superintendent and principal.  We 
provide the needed liability insurance, teacher screening 
and training, and much ongoing assistance.  
     A church provides a team to be trained and lead the 
club each week. The cost for a church for curriculum and 
administration is only $500 a year.  The rewards are 
great — providing a unique opportunity to minister to the 
children and families in their neighborhood.   
      How long this door into the public schools will stay 
open is questionable. Right now we must press forward 
while we can!    Please contact us for more information. 

Colorful parachutes and 
other equipment add 

fun to the clubs.  At left, 
Nathan Titus prepares to 

play a game with chil-
dren at The Stephen 

Center. At right, kids at  
a club in Iowa show off 
their verse cards with 

teachers John and 
Maggie Pena.  Rachel 
Woolard also helped 

teach this club. 

Matychuk, David Bivens, Jim and Stephanie Winter, Jayme 
Hansen, Kris Nickelson, Rachel Miller, Faith Bible, Kim 
Martinez, Lydia Tschetter, Sharon Reiss, Mark and Jean 
Schafersman, 
      Kathleen Armsburg, Pat 
and Jean Johnson, Brian 
Anderson, Leona Irvin, High-
land Park Baptist Church of 
Columbus (9 clubs), Julie 
Shue, Heather Reid, Council 
Bluffs  Bible Chapel, Rhonda 
Myers, Heartland Baptist 
Church and the Children’s 
Square.    
   

 

CYIA’er Kelsey Moore 
teaches at a Florence club.  

Children at the CEF booth at Kidz Explore listen carefully in 
April as volunteers Michael Knipp and Betty Masters tell the 
story of Jesus while painting designs on their hands.  Kidz Ex-
plore, sponsored by the World Herald, was held in April this 
year rather than in February, with  a record number of people 
attending. CEF staff and volunteers presented the Gospel to 
over 700 children and a few teens and gave away hundreds of 
New Testaments, tracts and Bible lessons.   
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       Living in a culture that usually measures success by           
quantity, it is hard to always appreciate small numbers.  But 
the first 5-Day Club I helped teach this summer had only one 
child for the first two days.  
      Patrick, 9,  was a bright, articulate child, ready to listen 
and to participate. I assumed he attended church until I asked 
a simple question to which the answer was “Jesus.”   Patrick 
didn’t even know His name. 
     Turns out, he has never been to church 
because his parents are antagonistic to  
spiritual things. But because next-door neighbor Renee is 
building a relationship with them, he was allowed to come to 
her club. As the week progressed (and more children joined 
in), it was precious to see God at work. 
     His mother told Renee that each day Patrick insisted on 
practicing his verses and sharing what he had learned with his        
parents, his grandmother and any relatives who called on the 
phone. “He’s learned a lot. He told me the definition he 
learned about sin,” she said, and then proceeded to give it as 
clearly as any child in our club! 
     During the week, the family experienced a major crisis, 
and Renee was right there, trying to help any way she could.  
While everyone was sitting around under a black cloud         

because of the problems, in walked Patrick singing, “I’ve got 
joy, down in my heart, deep, deep down in my heart.”  
     Patrick didn’t have a Bible so I told him I’d bring him one 
the next day. When I arrived, he flew down to my car. “Did 
you remember my Bible?” he asked. He was so excited to hear 
how he could read a few verses each day, asking God to help 
him understand them and obey.   

      Then Patrick attended a second 5-Day 
Club in his neighborhood and sweetly 
prayed to receive Christ on the last day.  

Many of us rejoiced right along with the angels in Heaven! 
      Another child, Cailynn, came all week to a club in Iowa, 
listened closely, and  on Friday prayed to trust Christ for       
salvation. “Her decision was so genuine,”  intern Rachel 
Woolard reported with great joy.   
      An 11-year-old unchurched boy named Storm put his faith 
in Christ on the first day of the club he attended.  “Storm and I 
talked about growing as Christians and about how he could 
read 11 verses a day in his Bible. The next day he came back 
to club and told me very excitedly that he had read all of the 
way to Genesis 7:8,” teacher Katie Reiss said. 
      Big clubs or small ones, children are coming to Jesus and  
even impacting their families. Please pray for our clubs! 
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 “Even so it is not the will of your Father that one of these little ones should perish.” 
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       As CEF of Omaha interns criss-
cross our city and beyond, transport-
ing CYIA’ers to 5-Day Clubs,  they 

put a lot of miles on their cars. We reimburse them for gas, but 
doing so is very expensive for our limited budget. Anyone 
wishing to help can purchase gas cards in any increment which 
we can pass on to the interns.  Help us keep them on the road!  
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      “Good News Across America” is a 
CEF outreach to a U.S. city. This          
summer CEF staff and volunteers will 
descend on Little Rock to lead 5-Day 

Clubs in the inner city and suburbs and to train church workers 
to minister in public schools with Good News Clubs. Jackie 
Weiss will be working in the inner city. Afterwards, several 
short-term CEF missionaries will remain behind to continue 
assisting the churches.  
     Participation in the outreach costs $600, plus travel               
expenses. Gifts to help with Jackie’s trip can be sent to our  
office, made payable to CEF and marked “Little Rock.”�

 

Special Projects for Givers   

 

Please pray for our 5-Day Clubs: 
 

For attendance at the clubs to grow, for children to listen 
attentively and for lives to be impacted for eternity; pray 
also for the children who have come to faith in Christ         
that they will be able to go to church and begin to grow 
   

Please pray for the ‘09-10 Good News Clubs: 
For additional volunteers at several existing clubs, and   
for teams to be put in place at new clubs being planned; 
for many children to come faithfully. 
 

Please pray for our chapter’s financial needs, especially   
in light of our need to hire a part-time employee this fall. 
 

 

Please pray for more board members to guide the ministry 

 

Other needs:  
An accountant who would volunteer to handle some of the 
financial tasks for our chapter;  donated office space;                    
wisdom and empowerment for our staff as they reach kids. 
      

Prayer Alerts are emailed each Monday morning.  
Let us know if you would like to receive                                              

these brief prayer requests.  

Strategic Praying 
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CYIA — hard work, laughter, friendship, growth, learning 
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Studying. . . 
Practicing . . . 

Enjoying 
great 
meals. . . 

Getting 
ready to 
graduate! 

Playing... 

Having fun . . . 


